CHELTENHAM ASSOCIATION FOOTBALL LEAGUE

Minutes of  the League Management Committee Meeting held at the Victory Club, Cheltenham, on Wednesday 7th January 2015.
Attendees: N.Oram, J.Hunt, T.Holmes, M.Neave, G.Cook, B.Hill, D.Johnson, B.Overington, T.Onions, I.Swales, I.Hamilton.
Apologies: B.Attwood, P.Tustain, P.Daly. (S.Arlin & D.Vaux absent, but later sent apologies)
Matters Arising 
CDSAD responded to the query about the swimming pool chair and have now purchased one chair. Association Secretary Sally Belcher is now organising a purchase of a second chair when we will look to get some publicity at the pool with a formal presentation. 
League Secretary has invited Iain Sercombe or Stuart Lamb from Bristol Street to the club meeting in January to promote the cheque book which gives back money to the league and to the individual’s club that buys a car from them. 

Kingshill Sports were instructed to attend the 7th January meeting and asked to respond within 7 days. They failed to do so and were charged under 5H. Their Secretary has now responded and informed the League Secretary that he will be out of the country on the 7th January. So they will now be invited to stay behind after the club meeting on the 21st January. 

Kingshill continued poor admin is causing concern on all levels and this will be discussed with them on the 21st January. 
League Secretary issued instruction to all clubs that marks of 60 or below for all referees must be emailed to both the League Referee’s Secretary and Registration Secretary as soon as the match report is complete.

League Secretary re- issued instruction to all clubs that the comments box on Full-Time must only be used for communicating if an officially appointed referee did not turn up.  Not trivial comments on the fixture/ 

League Secretary reminded all clubs that the match referee must be offered their fee prior to the start of the game. It is then the referees’ choice whether to accept it then or get it at the end of the game. 

Kit still missing from Charity game – Email sent to all clubs who participated:

Following the Charity fixture vs. Bristol Street Motors various items of kit have gone missing:

· No. 3 Shorts

· Pair of Shinpads

· Pair of Shorts

League Secretary to instructed Shurdington Rovers to submit their comments with regard to their recent fixture vs. Cheltenham Patriots.  A Shurdington Rovers’ player who is currently on the GFA suspension list was witnessed preparing as a substitute although was not used in the fixture prior to abandonment.

Shurdington provided a response which was accepted by the Committee. 
League Secretary contacted Whaddon FC, Cheltenham Athletic and Gloucester Elmleaze as all of their Secretaries were banned from all football. All came back with alternative points of contact who will be acting Secretary during their respective bans. All officers informed. 
League Secretary Report 
Major incident during the Churchdown v Hanley Swan game. Player was given immediate Sine Die ban and the GFA have since taken further action and banned the player. 
Major incident during the Shurdington v Cheltenham Patriots game, still with the GFA who are arranging a hearing. Once this is completed, the Committee will have to decide on the game that was abandoned. 
Ex-Cheltenham League referee Andy Smith reported as refereeing a recent fixture as a club official – All clubs to be reminded not to use this referee in any official capacity – Club Referee / Assistant Referee. Clubs to be charged accordingly. 
Sponsorship of Cheltenham Town’s  FA Cup game versus Dover Athletic on Sunday 7th December was completed with the League moving up to become the Match main sponsor. Lots of good publicity followed. A signed shirt was presented to the League and this will be discussed under the Treasurer section. 
Player Daniel Trigg registration has been suspended until we have discussed this situation. Basically he owes Fintan £240 which could well have finished some clubs. This goes back to September 2013 and it appears Fintan missed the 116 day deadline to get him on the GFA debt recovery list. He subsequently signed for Cheltenham Saracens as he was not showing on the debt list. This is a contravention of League Rule 8D. 
Fintan have now gone through the courts whereby Daniel Trigg did not respond. The court found in Fintan’s favour, so I presume there will now be money recovered through the Court. 

Bob Attwood – Cheltenham Saracens Secretary informed me via email that he was told Daniel Trigg had gone around to pay Jeff Carbin. He found Jeff Carbin was out so pushed the cash through the letterbox and said Jeff Carbin had phoned him when he returned home to say he had received the cash. 

Jeff Carbin confirmed today he never received the cash and never made a phone call to that effect. 

A unanimous decision was made to continue the registration suspension in the hope that this will be sorted out by the player and the club. 
Action on Assistant Secretary for Rule Infringements to charge Daniel Trigg. 

Correspondence
Email received from Shurdington Rovers concerning mini-soccer markings on the main pitch at Welland being marked in white. 

League Secretary contacted Welland pointing out the FA Guidelines on this which state the markings should be clearly distinguishable. (Preferably in Blue) Response from Welland:

We only used this pitch as an alternative due to our pitch being waterlogged. (It is at the same venue as Upton Towns Pitch).

With our club consisting of over 22 teams you can appreciate that many pitches are used for multiple formats.

However these markings are normally a different colour however the grounds staff were out of blue this week. So a dotted line was imposed by the land owners as an alternative. As this is still distinguishable from the permanent White of the full size pitch (blue is an FA recommendation not a rule) However As this is not the normal home pitch of the Welland FC 1st Team and the markings are not normally white then I'm sure this will not happen again.

Management Committee agreed that this was a satisfactory reply, but will continue to monitor should it happen again. 
GFA

Should the League gain 2 places for the upcoming Grassroots conference in February, the GFA will provide a Grant for £50 to go towards the costs of the day. (At the time of writing, it appears we have not been successful in gaining the 2 places).
Rule Offences
See attached. 
Treasurers Report
Revised season-end forecast looks healthy, but there are a number of other outlays to be covered. 
Above CTFC signed shirt was felt best to be framed and located in the trophy cabinet at the Victory Club. Costs for this have been quoted by a College Street Originals in Gloucester for £105 - £120 and from Cheesemans in Cheltenham at £150. Decision made to use College Street Originals in Gloucester for £105.
Limit for approval for expenses incurred has been £50 for a number of years. It was felt by the committee that this now needs changing. Committee agreed that this should be set at £250. 
Referees
Pete sent his apologies. 
Action on Pete to ensure that all Referees ensure they turn up at least 15 minutes before kickoff so they can be there for the team-sheet exchange. 

Star vs, Apperley – Referee Joel Davis – Following a serious injury and substantial delay during 1st Half – both team captains agreed to reduce the time played during the fixture (still equal halves). League Secretary sought advice from the GFA on this matter who advised that the result can stand. 
New League Rules for next season
 
Payment of officials to be completed prior to the commencement of a game. 
Marks of 60 or below to be emailed to both Referee’s Secretary and Registration’s secretary.
Analysis of League’s Benevolent Fund.
Plate Competition Rules.

Limit of approval for expenses incurred to change from £50 to £250. 
Disciplinary
Tony reported that both Kingshill Sports and Shurdington Rovers are pending suspension on the GFA discipline list. 
Tony reported that some clubs are still not entering their Yellow and Red cards on Full-time. This despite being instructed to do so at the August Club Meeting. 

Committee decision to raise this once again at the January Club Meeting. After that time, clubs will be fined if they fail to do this. Action on League Secretary to put this on the agenda for the January Club Meeting. 
Fixtures
Concern raised over the viability of Prestbury Rovers home pitch, with three consecutive weeks of postponements.  Action on Fixture Secretary to notify Assistant Secretary-Rule Infringements of the next postponement, in order that an independent pitch inspection can be completed to ascertain the level of the problem. This is still outstanding but will continue to be monitored. 
Concerns raised by a member club as to the pitch quality of Staunton & Corse’s alternative venue at Bromsberrow.  Action on Referee’s secretary to appoint a League Management Committee member to referee a fixture at this venue in the coming weeks, so that a report on the state of the pitch might then be submitted for the subsequent consideration of the Management Committee.     

League Secretary asked Paul Fowler who was appointed to a game on the above pitch and his report as follows:

The pitch, whilst certainly at the lower end of the quality scale, is now fine in my opinion.

I did the first game they played there back in October and it was not in a great state  - there were a number of rabbit holes.  However they have clearly done work on it and all the holes have been filled in with fresh soil.  I heard no complaints from players yesterday.

Request from Bishops Cleeve FC:

On the games that the first team are at home they move to the Parish Pitches (They have to pay for these) and use their Changing rooms. This then helps our Fixtures Secretary so he does not have to rearrange these games to evening games.

 

As you can see by our fixtures we already go into late April and we have not had a game called off this season, we have got a few gaps in our fixtures due to the first team I.e. two week off after next week . This is all due to the first team fixtures, and if they have any games called off they may get put to any spare Saturday that could affect our fixtures.

 

Also the Charities cup game on the 31st we were drawn at home but once again the first team are at home so I did reverse the fixture as this is the Norm, but we would like to change back to the Parish Council pitch.

Obviously John H has a declared interest.
Committee voted to turn down Bishops Cleeve request on both counts. 

For the Charity game against RSG which will revert back to Welch Road, Bishops Cleeve to pay Referee, RSG to pay for the pitch. 
Results 
Ben Hill reported that match reports and fixtures are appearing in both the Echo and the Standard. 
There was a Full-time glitch in December, but it recovered ok. 

If problems do occur in the future, clubs are to use emails, phone-calls to Ben or both. This will be re-iterated at the Club meeting in January. 

Registrations  
Phil sent his apologies and has nothing to report. 
Any Other Business
Ian Swales to provide a quick report on the recent survey which the great majority of clubs responded to. This will be passed to clubs in due course. 
Bob Overington working next week, so is unavailable for the Charity Cup Sub-Committee meeting. 
Next Charity Cup Sub-Committee Meeting – Wednesday January 14th  2015 at 7.00pm.
Next Club Meeting – Wednesday January 21st 2015 at 7.15pm.
Next League Management Meeting Wednesday February 25th at 7.00pm.
